ANCIENT HISTORY OF GREECE (+Hebrew)

Bronze Age (2900-1000 BC) – World of Homer

· Abraham (2166) and the Patriarchs, Conquest (1446), Judges, extensive Hebrew written records and Wisdom Literature

· European Civilization: Europe, Minoan Crete

· Mycenaeans, Trojan War (1194-84)

The Dark Ages (1100-800 BC)

· Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem, age of Kings (divided kingdom 931)

· Greek immigrants scatter and settle in colonies

· Oral story telling keeps epics alive, writing is lost (to the Greeks)

The Archaic Period (800-500 BC) – coincides with founding of Rome neatly

· 776 first Olympic Games

Reintroduction of writing to Greek culture-Semitic origins-epics written

· Greeks defeat Etruscans in Battle of Cumae (474) for control of Western Mediterranean

· Phoenicians/Canaanites are the most powerful culture

· Greeks develop city-states, agora as meeting place, acropolis, communal worship,  slavery is key to culture, aristocratic rule, Draco, Solon, Spartan Peloponnesian League for military strength

The Classical Period (500-336 BC)

· The Persian Wars 490-449, Marathon in 490, Thermopylae in 480, Salamis, Delian League to share military resources

· The Golden Age of Greece, Athens assumes leadership among neighbors

· The Peloponnesian War-Athens and Sparta enter civil war 431-404

· Trial and death of Socrates in 399

· Rise of Macedon, Hellenic League

· Philip of Macedon, Alexander (d. 323)

The Hellenistic Period (336-30 BC)

· Division of the world by four generals

· Pompey conquered Seleucid Empire in 63 BC

· Battle of Actium in 31 BC-last Hellenic province comes under Roman rule
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