ANCIENT HISTORY OF ROME

Aeneas, Romulus and Remus (1184-753)

· Aeneas flees a burning Troy with his father Anchises on his back, his son Ascanius in tow, and his wife Creusa behind him (Livy’s History begins here). 

· Aeneas (Trojan survivor/hero) founds Lavinium in Italy

· Aeneas’ son Ascanius founds Alba Longa: Period of Kings at Alba Longa begins (1152-753 BC): 300 years of Alba Longa kings: the Alban throne was usurped by prince Amulius, who set his niece Rhea Silvia up as a Vestal Virgin.  She had twins by Mars (god of war), Romulus and Remus.  Amulius threw them into the Tiber, where they were washed up at the foot of the Palatine Hill and raised by a she-wolf.  

Founding of Rome (753 BC)

· Romulus (753-715) founded Rome at the foot of the Palatine claiming kingship.  To him is attributed the founding, the invitation to all to become Roman citizens (convicts, etc.), and the infamous rape of the Sabine women (cf. Livy). 

· Rome governed by 7 Etruscan kings for 250 years (Romulus to Tarquinius Superbus)

· These kings standardized the Roman religion

· Built roads, bridges, aqueducts, drained the Forum, passed Rome’s first laws

· The last king, Lucius Tarquinius (Superbus, “the proud”) practiced such arrogant behavior that it triggered revolt by Junius Brutus and brought an end to the Monarchy and the Etruscans in 510 BC.

· Rape of Lucrece by Superbus’ son (immortalized by Shakespeare and Pope) 

The Roman Republic (510 BC–27 BC)

· Rome controls all of Italy by 270 BC

· Punic Wars against Carthage (264 BC, and 146 BC which defeats Carthage)

· Rome dominates the Mediterranean (133 BC)

· First Civil War in 89 BC

· 58 BC Julius Caesar’s successful campaign in Gaul: his Consulship had expired: by 51 BC he had subjugated country twice the size of Italy, and made it a province.  

· 44 BC assassination of Julius Caesar when the Senate fears he wields too much power. 

· Power now rested with a few upper-class families, the Patricians

· The common people, the Plebeians, eventually gained representation in the Roman Senate with Tribunes and written laws (Twelve Tables)

· Internal struggles between the classes and wars with neighbors equals EXPANSION

· Those conquered soon lived and spoke like Romans

· Roman army veterans formed colonies, mixed with natives, which conferred citizenship status

The Roman Empire (27 BC – AD 476)

· 27 BC, Octavius (Augustus) begins Age of Emperors (cf.Luke 2)

· 4 or 5 BC Beginning of Christian Era with the birth of Christ
· The Roman Tetrarch, Herod, slays all male children in Bethlehem and surrounding cities (Mt. 2:13)

· AD 14 Augustus dies, leaves Tiberius as successor (Lk 3:1)

· AD 26-36 Pontius Pilate is Prefect of Judea

· AD 33 Christ is crucified, Pentecost, Pontius Pilate is governor of Judea, Tiberius is Emperor, but ruling from the Island of Capri in decadence and in fear of assassination 

· Growth of the Church

· AD 70, Jerusalem and Temple destroyed (cf. Mt. 24:1)

· AD 476 Rome falls

Eastern Empire stands alone until  AD 1453
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