
SAMPLE COPY                      SURVEY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE,  2008/2009  
Instructor Mrs. Thelma English
SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

1. 8th to 12th grade students will progress through American thought and culture, studying each link as it is reflected in primary source literature: Puritan theism to postmodernism through biblical analysis.  7th grade by approval only.  Visit www.thelmaslibrary.com to listen to an audio introduction to American Lit!

2. Cultural and historical studies will be presented to assist the student in placing each selection within its historical context.

3. Reading and writing assignments are divided into three categories; grades 7/8, 9/10, and 11/12.  Each of the three levels progresses to more reading and writing.  Seniors also make one presentation.  
4. Authors include Bradford, Mather, Wigglesworth, Edwards, Paine, Franklin, Emerson, Thoreau, Douglas, Alcot, Twain, Stowe, Crane, Hawthorne, Poe, Whitman, Harte, London, Hemingway, O’Henry, Founding Documents, essays, Walden, Huck Finn, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and more in short story format.  

CLASS FORMAT
1.  Classes are 2.25 hours long.  One 15-minute break is taken at the one-hour mark.   Parents are welcome as space permits.  

2.  Students will take notes from class lectures utilizing structured notes and taking part in oral discussions critiquing read-aloud selections.  Access to an encyclopedia, grammar handbook, and dictionary is assumed (paper or electronic).  Occasional Internet or library access required. 

3.  Cultural and historical information relating to the time period will be presented to assist students in understanding the author and his subject in a cultural context. Many relative books and short works will be introduced in synopsis form and take-home selections.

4.  This material is provided as a separate syllabus (approx. 400 pages of photocopies).  Students bring a 3-ring notebook (large- 2-3”) and pen/pencil to class.  All works are examined using a biblical worldview.

5.  Quarterly exams and a Final will be administered in class; weekly quizzes will assess reading and lecture retention. 

6.  Students are expected to have access to email.  A class email loop will serve as an avenue for further question and answer sessions.  Students without email should connect by phone with a student who does.

7.  The thelmaslibrary web site will contain an active page for this class; Username: TBA; Password: TBA.  The site is for class audio, structured notes, and other class materials (paper copies are also provided).  Every class is digitally recorded and goes online within 48 hours of the class session.  Students MUST listen to audio for any sessions they miss.

8.  Parents are expected to monitor student progress.  Most students benefit from the parent proofing their work before it is turned in, and examining it when it is returned.  

COURSE TEXTS 
Texts are about $27 through Exodus Provisions.  There is a materials fee of $40 for copies (payable with tuition).  Additional reading is presented in handout form.  Booklist is attached (see page four).  

COURSE OBJECTIVES
1.  To present a college preparatory survey of American literature from the time of the Puritans to postmodern. 

2.  To enable students to interpret literature successively by studying each link in American thought, culture, and history as it is reflected in our literature: Theism, Deism, Romanticism, Transcendentalism, Slave narratives, Southwestern Humor, Realism, Naturalism, Modernism, and Postmodernism will each be explored.  

3.  To improve writing skills, expand vocabulary, and provide grammar review. 

4.  To practice critical thinking, synthesizing and evaluating literature and authors to engage in the Great Conversation.  Students will learn the progression of literary thought in America as reflected in literature.

5.  Students will learn to do research and cite sources accurately and honestly.  A writing sample will be prepared the first day of class.  Students are expected to utilize multiple sources and practice intellectual integrity when writing papers.  Evidence of plagiarism will place a student on academic probation.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Attendance of all day classes is critical.  Please inform the instructor if it is necessary for you to miss a class.  Lectures go online Tuesday evenings.  The class is recorded each session and must be listened to if missed.

2. Seniors will present a 7-12 minute research project or paper on an approved topic (sample topics below):

· Puritan Theism or Colonial Deism

· Romanticism in America

· Overview on one American author

· A dramatic or artistic presentation  

Seniors will select a project by November and present in class during April or May, 2009.  Projects can be papers read aloud, dramatic presentations, visual, or artistic - or any combination; group projects upon approval.

CREDIT

This class will account for one credit towards your high school diploma. It can be claimed as American Literature Survey or simply English on your transcript.  

GRADING

1.  I will grade following the standard scale (A+ 96-100; A 93-95; A- 90-92; B+ 86-89; B 83-85; B- 80-82; C+ 76-79 and so on).  Attendance for day classes is critical and will be calculated into the student’s participation grade.  Four absences equal one letter grade.  Four tardies equal one absence.  

2.  One paper may be turned in up to three days late without penalty.  The second late paper loses one full grade the day after it is due, and one letter grade each three days thereafter.  Assignments may not be e-mailed to the instructor without approval and are due at the beginning of class the day they are due.  Postal stamp dates will be accepted as turn-in dates.  

3.  Extra credit is available for film reviews or cultural reports not included in assignments.

LIST OF BOOK TITLES NEEDED FOR AMERICAN LITERATURE

2008/2009
Instructor Thelma English

[486-41408-6] Anna Bradstreet, To My Husband and Other Poems   




[29602-4] Thomas Paine- Common Sense








[29073-5] Benjamin Franklin – Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin 




[27790-9] Ralph Waldo Emerson- Self-Reliance and Other Essays




[27563-9] Henry David Thoreau – Civil Disobedience and Other Essays



[28495-6] Henry David Thoreau – Walden; or, Life in the Woods





[28499-9 Frederick Douglas – Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas



[29063-8] Louisa May Alcot- Short Stories   







[28061-6] Mark Twain- (Samuel Clemens) Adventures of Huckleberry Finn   



[29279-7] Mark Twain- Humorous Stories and Sketches   





[42119-8] Great American Short Stories  (includes Poe, Melville, Harte, London, Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Hawthorne, others) 









[40158-8] 101 Great American Poems (includes Poe, Whitman, Robinson, Melville, Holmes, Frost, Dickinson, Pound, Eliot, Stevens, others)
  






[27061-0]  O’Henry- (W.S.Porter) The Gift of the Magi   






Harriet Beecher Stowe- Uncle Tom’s Cabin  (any non-abridged edition)

             

Other authors in syllabus reading include William Bradford, Cotton Mather, Michael Wigglesworth, Mary Rowlandson, Jonathon Edwards, Phyllis Wheatley, various Founding documents, letters, and covenants.  

Please contact Mr Eli Evans to obtain an American Literature book-bundled discount:

Exodus Provisions
19146 S. Molalla Avenue, Ste. A
Oregon City, OR 97045

503.655.1951

bookmaster@exodusbooks.com
 at www.exodusbooks.com
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