SURVEY OF ENGLISH/BRITISH LITERATURE   NCCA  

2009/2010
Advanced-level, College Preparatory
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1.  This challenging course explores the history of English literature from Anglo-Saxon times to the Romantic revolution, and enables students to interpret literature both personally and historically through biblical analysis.  Authors include Beowulf, Bede, Cynwulf, Bunyan, Shakespeare, Milton, Donne, the English Romantics, Goldsmith, Tennyson, Tolstoy, Dickens, and Chesterton. 

2.  Students successively study each link in this Great Chain of Being and the revolution of the Hierarchy conception. Presupposition of literal Genesis view, Bible as absolute authority, conservative. 

3.  To improve writing skills, and to a lesser degree, vocabulary, speaking skills and grammar review.

CLASS FORMAT:
1.  Classes are 2.25 hours long, including a 15-minute break.  Parents welcome as space allows. Students attend weekly classes with reading and writing assignments.  Detailed weekly schedule to be released in the early fall of 2009.  

2.  Students take notes from class lectures and take part in oral discussions critiquing read-aloud selections. Students bring 3” three-ring notebook and pen/pencil to class.

3.  Cultural and historical information relating to the time period is presented to assist students in understanding the author and his subject. Every effort will be made to help the students view the subject with a biblical worldview.  

4.  Classes will combine lecture, class discussion, weekly quizzes, semester exams, PowerPoint structured notes, and interactive read-aloud sessions.  The all-class email loop provides additional daily interaction and access to the instructor. 

5.  Digital recordings of sessions are posted weekly at www.thelmaslibrary.com.  Username: TBA; Password: TBA. Please inform the instructor if it will be necessary for you to miss a class.  Missed classes MUST be made up by listening to the weekly class audio.
6.  Occasionally, additional audio recordings will be posted at the website for student listening at home. These recordings include: audio-commentary by Mrs. English on current projects (to supplement classroom introduction), readings of Shakespeare plays (with commentary), and various outside sources.   
GRADING:

1.  I will grade following the standard scale (A+ 96-100; A 93-95; A- 90-92; B+ 86-89; B 83-85; B- 80-82; C+ 76-79 and so on).

2.  Attendance for day classes is critical and will be calculated into the student’s participation grade.  Students lose one letter grade after three or more absences. 

3.  One paper may be turned in up to three days late without penalty.  The second late paper loses one full grade three hours after it is due, and one letter grade each three days thereafter.  Assignments may not be e-mailed to the instructor for printing without prior permission.  Postal stamp dates will be accepted as turn-in dates.  

4.  Extra credit is available for film reviews or cultural reports not included in assignments.

5.  Seniors will present a research project or paper on an approved topic (sample topics provided).

TEXTS:

Mrs. English suggests that families contact Exodus Books to purchase book ‘bundles’:

Exodus Books
18321 SE McLoughlin Blvd.
Milwaukie, OR 97267
503-655-1951

http://www.exodusbooks.com/default.aspx
British Literature with Thelma English  2009/10  Book List 

Dover titles:

Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan                                                                 ISBN: 0486426750   
Everyman,   Anonymous
                                                                    ISBN: 0486287262

The Imitation of Christ, Thomas a Kempis                                                  ISBN:  0486431851

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight,  editor Jessie Weston                           ISBN: 0486431916

As You Like It,    Shakespeare                                                                     ISBN: 0486404323


Much Ado About Nothing,  Shakespeare                                                    ISBN:0486282724



Complete Sonnets,      Shakespeare                                                           ISBN: 0486266869
             

Selected Poems,     John Donne                                                                  ISBN: 0486277887

She Stoops to Conquer,    Oliver Goldsmith                                               ISBN: 0486268675
              

English Romantic Poetry: An Anthology,
                                         ISBN: 0486292827
              

The Kreutzer Sonata,    Tolstoy- (translation)                                              ISBN: 0486278050
              

Favorite Father Brown Stories,  G.K. Chesterton                                          ISBN: 0486275450
                           

Non-Dover titles:

Beowulf: A Verse Translation, Frederick Rebsamen ISBN: 9780060573782 (old editions okay)
Paradise Lost    John Milton –– Norton Critical Edition   
ISBN: 13: 9780393924282 (old editions okay)

                                       

One novel of choice from this selection: 
Sir Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe (1819); Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice (1813); or Cooper’s The Last Mohican (1826) ; other titles by instructor approval.  This novel is not needed until March 2010. Students may delay making their choice or check out a copy from a local library. 

Mrs. English suggests that families contact Exodus Books to purchase book ‘bundles’:

Exodus Books
18321 SE McLoughlin Blvd.
Milwaukie, OR 97267
503-655-1951

http://www.exodusbooks.com/default.aspx
As always, contact Mrs. English with any questions about the booklist, the curriculum, or other details concerning the class: 
Thelma English

15767 SW Hawk Court

Sherwood, OR 97140

503-807-7283 
Thelma@thelmaslibrary.com 
www.thelmaslibrary.com
Survey of English/British literature course outline 2009/2010                  Instructor Thelma English   www.thelmaslibrary.com  


