                      OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY,  2010/2011                           Instructor Mrs. Thelma English
COURSE DESCRIPTION
COURSE 
1. Students will read most of the Old Testament, exploring exegetical insights and archaeological evidence, to understand the Old Testament narrative as a whole.  Students will learn a basic outline of ancient history, introductions to each book, and become familiar with the Hebrew and Greek alphabets to enable them to use scholarly resources. 
2. Reading and writing assignments are divided into three categories; grades 7/8, 9/10, and 11/12.  All grades read about 20 chapters per week.  Writing assignments are divided into grade categories.  
CLASS FORMAT

1.  Classes are two hours long with a 10-15 minute break in the middle.  Parents are welcome as space permits.  

2.  Cultural and historical information relating to the time period will be presented to assist students in understanding the authors and their subjects in a cultural context. 

3.  This material is provided as a separate syllabus (approx. 200 pages of photocopies).  Students bring a 3-ring notebook (2”), a Bible, and pen/pencil to class.  Preferred translations are ESV, NAS, NIV, NKJV, or KJV.
4.  Occasional quizzes will assess reading and lecture retention. 

5.  Students are expected to have access to email.  A class email loop will serve as an avenue for further question and answer sessions.  Students without email should connect by phone with a student who does.

6.  The thelmaslibrary web site will contain an active page for this class; Username: Student; Password: Testament.  The site is for class audio, PowerPoints, structured notes, and other class materials (paper copies are also provided).  Every class is digitally recorded and goes online within 48 hours of the class session.  Students MUST listen to audio for any sessions they miss and bring a signed note from a parent stating they did so.
7.  Parents are expected to monitor student progress.  Most students benefit from the parent proofing their work before it is turned in, and examining it when it is returned.  Bible reading is best monitored by a parent to make sure it is completed each week.
8.  Snow Days: If public schools cancel class, students will be required to make it up by listening to another class of the same session online.  Our Schedule does not change.

9.  Cell phones: Turn cell phones off, or silence, during class.  For emergency purposes, please set phone to vibrate.  Any students text-messaging during class will be sent home.  Mrs. English will stop class, call the parent, and they must be picked up by their parent/s.  

COURSE TEXTS 

The Bible: any version (NAS, ESV, NIV, KJV, NKJV).  There is a materials fee of $30 for copies.  Additional reading is presented in handout form.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1.  To provide an overview of the Old Testament in a grammatical-historical perspective (conservative theology).
2.  To more fully appreciate the OT narrative as history through additional map, biography, word, and archaeological studies.

3.  Students will learn to do research and cite sources accurately and honestly.  Students are expected to utilize multiple sources and practice intellectual integrity when writing papers.  Evidence of plagiarism will place a student on academic probation.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Attendance of all day classes is critical.  Please inform the instructor if it is necessary for you to miss a class.  Lectures go online evenings after class.  The class is recorded each session and must be listened to if missed.  The student will bring a note from a parent stating he/she did listen to class audio.
2. Bible reading.  A Bible survey class is one of the easiest to ‘cheat’ and skip Bible reading.  Parents are highly encouraged to supervise this reading.
GRADING

1.  I will grade following the standard scale (A+ 96-100; A 93-95; A- 90-92; B+ 86-89; B 83-85; B- 80-82; C+ 76-79 and so on).  Attendance for day classes is critical.  Each absence without a note stating the student listened to the audio equals one letter grade.  Four tardies equal one absence unless prearranged with the instructor.
2.  One paper may be turned in up to three days late without penalty.  The second late paper loses one full grade the day after it is due, and one letter grade each three days thereafter.  Assignments may not be e-mailed to the instructor without approval and are due at the beginning of class the day they are due.  Postal stamp dates will be accepted as turn-in dates.  

3.  Extra credit is available for film reviews or cultural reports not included in assignments.
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