Introduction to Ancient History with Thelma English :

Adam and His Kin, Ruth Beechick

Samples of ICR books

Streams of Civilization 

The Old Testament survey tapes ( Great Expectations Book Co, PO Box 2067, Eugene, OR, 97402, For the Layman, A Survey of the Old Testament, by Kenneth Levy, $40 one set, or 40% off by the dozen) or
OT Survey books

The Golden Fleece, by Cullen; 

D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Mythology

The Greeks, the Usborne World History
The Usborne Book of Greek and Norse Legends (the Who’s Who glossary is essential, nothing else)

A classical dictionary

Cliff’s Notes on Greek Classics, $6.95 (List of authors and short biographies of each!)

Iliad, Homer’s account of the end of the Trojan War.  The theme is the anger of Achilles (hero is like today’s spoiled sports star) Observe conventions of Heroic Epic: alliteration, litotes, divisions of twelve, invoke muse, formal speeches, similes, elaborate metaphors, caesura, grand subject, catalog listings: Lattimore translation, 6 weeks

Odyssey, Homer’s account of Greek hero, Odysseus (the cunning), trying to get back home after the war: Rouse’s shorter novel version, 3 weeks

For a very thorough look at the Iliad and Odyssey, purchase Elizabeth Vandiver’s courses (# 301&302) from The Teaching Company (about $40 each when on sale), 1-800-832-2412

Aeneid, Virgil’s account of the Trojan hero, Aeneas, founding Rome after many adventures, 5 weeks 

Job (biblical epic of godly man), 2 weeks, use a commentary for more insights (The Bible Reader’s Companion, by Lawrence Richards is my favorite one-volume)

Last Days of Socrates, Plato, 4 weeks

Greek Tragedies in the Trojan Cycle to read aloud in 1.5-2 hour sessions: 

Euripides (Andromache, The Trojan Women, Hecuba, Iphiginia in Tauris, Iphiginia in Aulis, Helena, Rhesus)
Aeschylus (Agamemnon, The Choephore, The Eumenides) 

Sophocles (Oedipus Rex , Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone, Ajax, Electra, Philoctetes) 

Aristophanes (the Eddie Murphy of ancient Greece, contains some course humor) The Clouds

Introduction of intratestamental literature, Dead Sea Scrolls (read books printed after 1990), Apocrypha 

The New Testament or

New Testament Survey books

The Robe, Douglas, 6 weeks

The Silver Chalice, by Costain; 

Ben Hur, by Wallace; 

At least the Book of Acts, look for all the classical allusions

Church Fathers sampler (available at http://www.gospelcom.net/chi/):

1 Clement (Clement’s letter to the Corinthians) 

Didache (Teachings of the Apostles) a record of visions read aloud in the early church 

Polycarp’s, Epistle to the Philippians 

The Martyrdom of Polycarp, oldest known account of a Christian martyrdom 

Account of the martyrdoms at Lyons, incredible! 

Justin Martyr’s First Apology to the Roman Emperor

The Shepherd of Hermas (the spiritual trials of a devout Christian, like Pilgrim’s Progress)

The Passion of Perpetua and Felicitas, two young women are martyred  

Constantine information is available from multiple sources

Nicene Creed

Church History favorite is Church History in Plain Language, Bruce L. Shelley (easy to read)

Augustine’s Confessions, 4 weeks

General materials for assignments:  

Plot Study guidelines for possible written assignments (see a grammar handbook)

Character Study guidelines

Theme Study guidelines

Author Biography guidelines
Map of Ancient Greece (“Usborne’s Greek Legends…” has a great one)

Timetable of classical and biblical dates mixed (handout)

Other works introduced in synopsis or as short selections:

Thucidides

Herodotus

Josephus, Philo

 Shakespeare plays in classical time periods to read-aloud in 4-hour evening sessions:

Timon of Athens (loses his friends when he loses his money)

Julius Caesar (just before Christ’s birth)

Antony and Cleopatra (just before Jesus)

A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream (classical characters in a Medieval setting!)

The Winter’s Tale (late-romance, classical and biblical allusions!)

Troilus and Cressida (like Romeo and Juliet at Troy, except Cressida is not chaste)
Pericles, Prince of Tyre (Justice triumphs over evil)

Teacher Resources:

The Greek Way, Edith Hamilton

amilton

Invitation to the Classics, Guinness

Cliff’s Notes on Greek Classics (a must)

Realms of Gold, Ryken (Classics in Christian perspective)

A Classical dictionary

The Book of Great Books, Campbell (A guide to 100 world classics)

A Bible Handbook, Dictionary, or Encyclopedia 

Escondido Tutorial Service web site.  This Christian group offers on-line tutorials in a five-year plan or separately.  The site contains a five-year Classical Curriculum Guide, short essays on classical education, and lots of free information.

www.gbt.org   

The Internet Ancient History Sourcebook web site.  This site is the most complete ancient history site I have seen!  It has links to maps, timelines, outlines of books, etc.  Everything you need is here for free (site below).

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/asbook.html#Introduction
His Story historical site.  This is a decidedly Catholic site.  They will warn you against Greenleaf Press materials because of their “anti-catholic” bias!  Scroll down the first page to the Links by Chronology section.  From there, you choose your time period and open up an incredible world of information, all free.

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Academy/6823/mhistory.html#Chronological%20Outline
The Christian History Institute, many sources of early church fathers’ writings 

available at http://www.gospelcom.net/chi
The Institute for Christian Leadership site has all the ancient texts mentioned above

http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/christian-history.html
Biblical Hermeneutics web site (learn Greek and Hebrew for free!), click on ‘Biblical Languages’

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/5948/hermeneutics.htm
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