Studying the Classics

Year One

American Literature Survey

Objectives

To present the history of American literature from the time of the Puritans to the postmodern.  To enable students to interpret literature in its historical context by studying each link in American thought, culture, and philosophy as it is reflected in our literature.  To improve writing skills, and to a lesser degree, speaking skills. 

Format

Two-hours, every other week, for a total of 19 classes.  Divide into two semesters and plan on one final for each.  I plan six evening activities also, which are recommended but not required (introductory fun night or BBQ, play readings, video-viewing, Christmas party, and end-of-year Tea Party).  Students are required to purchase a 3-inch notebook and have access to a grammar handbook, dictionary, and encyclopedic resources, with occasional access to library materials. 

Cultural and historical information relating to the time period will be presented to assist students in understanding the author and his subject.  All works are examined using a biblical worldview.  Relative books and short works will be introduced in synopsis form and take home selections. 

This class is not open to the general public for enrollment.  As with any home school activity, this class reflects my own conservative Christian worldview, and that of other class member families.  I consider it a grave responsibility to provide a learning atmosphere free from the influences that might be found in a similar setting of young adults.   This group has grown and changed over the years but remains conservative.  Students are expected to reflect this in their manner of dress, speech, and manners.  While jeans are certainly acceptable for both girls and boys, clothing which reflects poor taste or lack of respect (very tight, the grunge look, immodest, or falling apart) are not appropriate.  Please do not be offended, be thankful.  This learning environment is family-style and the students may form lasting friendships with one another, I feel obligated to provide the same form of ‘sheltering’ for parents that I provide my own son.  If you are offended, it may be a warning sign that this class is not appropriate for your student.  Most of the students have adopted the non-dating lifestyle proposed by Josh Harris (author of I Kissed Dating Goodbye) and many others.  You are welcome to call and discuss your concerns with me.

Grading:

1.  Grades follow the standard scale (A 93-100; A- 90-92; B+ 86-89; B 80-85; C+ 76-79, etc.).

2.  Attendance and participation for day classes will be calculated into the student’s grade. Late papers will be graded down seven percent for each three days late. Each student may exercise this privilege twice.  Papers will no longer be accepted ten days after due date. Exceptions with prior approval.

3.  Extra credit is available for film reviews or cultural reports not included in assignments.

4.  The assignments and the term finals will account equally for 90% of the course grade. Daytime class attendance, quizzes, and participation will account for the remaining 10%.  Quizzes are simple, taking 5 minutes and are peer-corrected, recorded, and returned to students the same day.  

Fees:

I require a $40 fee per student to cover the cost of books I purchase to assist me in teaching, videos, and photocopying.  If the class is small the fee may need to be higher.  I teach as a ministry, so any funds left at the end of the year are used to purchase books to be donated to the library.  This does not include the cost of the students’ books.  I require half payment at registration so I know they are serious.

Credit hours:

This class will easily fulfill a 135-hour credit towards the high school diploma.  It can be claimed as American Literature Survey, or simply English.  This credit should be supplemented at home with additional study of writing, grammar, and vocabulary, as needed by the student.  If the parent feels the student earns beyond a 135 hour credit, it may be divided into English (one credit) and American History (half credit or more, depending on the individual).  It would be simple to study American History the same year as American Literature by adding a history text or other books of the parent’s choice and claiming them as two, full-credit courses.  

What to Teach:

Class #1

Introduce students and teacher.  Have each student fill out a 3x5 card with the following information; name, age/grade, family stats, area of ministry interest, and any private prayer request.  Use these to introduce the students to one another.  I also use these to pray over at home, sorting through to get to know each one.  These are useful in the classroom to facilitate participation.  During classes, I use the cards to call on students and ask questions.  In this way, no one student is allowed to monopolize the conversation.  It also ensures that they all have their reading done.  They know that I may call on them at any time.

Introduce the four basic literary projects that they will be doing this year; Plot Study, Character Study, Theme Study, and Author Biography.  Looking up the words, ‘plot’, ‘character’, and ‘theme’ in a grammar handbook or other reference works will yield all the information you need to draw up a brief outline of what you expect for each assignment.  Require 400-600 words per assignment for grades 7, 8, and 9 (every 2 - 4 weeks);  800-1200 words for grades 10, 11, and 12.  

I hand out a Glossary of Information, containing terms I will be using this year (Theism, Deism, Naturalism, Romanticism, etc.).  Also in the syllabus material is some basic grammar information, worksheets on how to do the above four literary projects, an American Lit Timeline, and information on reading a poem.  This comprises about 30 pages of material.

Introduce American Literature, perhaps an overview of what the year holds for them.  Utilizing books like Ryken’s, Realms of Gold, The Discerning Reader, and Veith’s, Reading Between the Lines, give a short lecture on why we read literature at all.  

Assign the reading for the two-week period and any written assignment.  Begin with the Puritans and Colonists.  My class read 30 pages of photocopied materials, including The Mayflower Compact document, Pocahontas and John Smith story by John Smith, The Courtship of Miles Standish, Anne Bradstreet poetry, and a long selection from William Bradford’s On Plymouth Plantation.  I required a Plot Study of On Plymouth Plantation.  All of these are available on the Internet at no cost save the photocopying.  This is the class to outline your expectations for academic progress and explain your guidelines.  

Class #2:

Turn in assignments or discuss expectations for assignments that are in-the-works.  Quiz over syllabus material.  The lecture could include introductions to the following works and more info on the Puritans, Theism, and Colonists.  The Day of Doom edited selection from a long poem by Michael Wigglesworth, the Captivity Narrative of Mary Rowlandson, info on puritan thinking and living, George Whitefield, William Penn, and The Bay Psalm Book selection (first book published in America).  This material is available on the Internet and photocopied.    I required a Character Study of Mrs. Rowlandson. 

Class #3:

Turn in Character Study, quiz on syllabus material.  From Puritan to Yankee period, Democratic origins, Neo-Classical.  The Great Awakening, Jonathan Edwards’ Personal Narrative selection and famous sermon, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.   Wesley brothers and their hymns, Theism, John Locke, Samuel Rutherford, and John Witherspoon, and William Blackstone (beginnings of American law).  I required an Author Biography of Jonathan Edwards.  

Class #4:

The Enlightenment.  Deism.  Benjamin Franklin’s Autobiography selection, Thomas Paine’s Common Sense selection, Jean de Crevecoer’s Letters from an American Farmer, Patrick Henry’s famous speech, some Revolutionary War poetry, the Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution.  I required a Theme Study of Common Sense.

Class #5:

Romanticism in America. Research Rousseau and humanism.  Romanticism is a key concept in America from this point until our present.  Discuss it as a revolution of the Hierarchy conception, biblical principles turned upside down and inside out!  Essayists and poets.  American authors writing about America, branching off from religious treatises and documents.  Black slave and poet Phyllis Wheatley, Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper, William Cullen Bryant (Thanatopsis), Frederick Douglas, Lincoln, Irving, Uncle Remus, Emerson, Thoreau, Nathaniel Hawthorne (The Ambitious Guest), Herman Melville, Longfellow, Poe (The Cask of Amontillado), Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, Alcott family, anti-slavery writers, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Mark Twain.  100 pages of new syllabus material to read, no written assignment.  

Class #6:

Gettysburg Address, Letter to Mrs. Bixby, Harriet Tubman, exerpt from Walden, introduction to Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  I read aloud from the book – Eliza crossing the ice over the Ohio River with her child in her arms- but leave them hanging as to whether she will make it!  Students have 8 weeks to read this book, including their Christmas break.  Provide a reading schedule so they will divide it evenly and be prepared for quizzes.  I required an extensive Character Study, 800-1200 words, due class # 10.  

Class #7:

Continue Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  Quiz on segment of UTC.  In-class character studies on main characters.  In-class theme studies.  

Class #8:

Continue UTC.  Quiz on next segment of UTC.  Discuss plots in UTC and sub-plots.  Read aloud selections from other anti-slavery works.  These can be very emotional.  Discuss Social Darwinism.  If blacks are only partially developed humans, the model of slavery works.  The animal-like blacks need the whites to be in control.  Cf. Planet of the Apes.   Women as inferior humans.  Christianity really shines gloriously here as you compare worldviews and their consequences!

Class #9:

Continue UTC.  Quiz on next segment of reading.  The Quizzes are simple, 10 questions that they will know if they are on-target in their reading.  More character studies, more theme discussion.  This is the ideal class to invite a black Christian to come and speak to your class on what it is like to be black in America now.

Class #10:

Turn in UTC assignment.  Introduction to Transcendentalism.  Discuss the Alcott family, the Dial magazine, Brook Farm commune.  Introduction to Little Men.  Give a reading schedule.  One of my students gave a 20-minute oral presentation on the Civil War as extra credit since this is what they were studying in history at home.  Written assignment is literary project of their choice.  

Class #11:

Continue Little Men.  Quiz on reading.  One of my older students gave an oral biography presentation of Louisa May Alcott in lieu of the expected written assignment due class #12.  Discuss slide from Theism (puritans) to Deism (Enlightenment, forefathers) and to Naturalism/Romanticism (Darwin, Emerson, Transcendentalists).  

Class #11:

Continue Little Men.  Quiz on reading.  Discuss Thoreau, his better known works and his life, and Walden, Emerson, his life and works.  The focus on self – opposite of Theism and its focus on God.  No more providential history.  Enter Freud, Nietzsche, and Darwin.  Naturalism as religion without God.  From a personal experience to an impersonal force.  Nature with a capitol ‘N’.  

Class #12:

Turn in Little Men assignment.  Romanticism turning into Realism post Civil War.  Effects of War on the nation.  Introduction to Mark Twain and Huckleberry Finn.  Info on Twain’s life and works.  Discuss Stephen Crane and Jack London.  New syllabus material, Twain’s Jumping Frog of Calaveras County, Crane’s The Men in the Storm (short story), synopsis of Red Badge of Courage, London’s To Build a Fire (short story), and synopsis of Hawthorn’s Scarlet Letter.  Discuss Tall Tales, deadpan humor, and use of the vernacular.  Give a reading schedule.  Assignment is of their choice, but different from their Little Men assignment.  

Class #13:

 Continue Huck Finn.  Quiz on reading.  Discuss realism in London and Crane.  New syllabus material, synopsis of London’s Call of the Wild, Henry James biography, 

Class #14:

Turn in Huck Finn assignment.  Discuss Frank Norris, Jack London, and Theodore Dreiser, naturalists.  Life is short: then you die.  Syllabus short stories and no written assignment since Spring Break fits in here.  

Class #15:

Intro to Modernism.  Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s Yellow Wallpaper, Willa Cather’s My Antonia, Edith Wharton’s Ethan Frome, Henry James’ Turn of the Screw.  Short stories for syllabus reading, synopsis of important works, and written assignments.   

Class #16:

Ernest Hemmingway (“It was not so much that he lied as that there was no truth to tell,” Snows of Kilimanjaro), F. Scott Fitzgerald, William Faulkner, Steinbeck, T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound.   

Class #17:

Modern poets, Robert Frost, e.e. cummings, Carl Sandburg.  Introduction to New Age thinking.  Paganism.  Frances Schaeffer, C.S. Lewis.

Class #18:

Postmodernism, the Beat movement (Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg), J.D. Salinger, John Updike, Kurt Vonnegut, Truman Capote.  Despair and angst the death of truth.  If only Darwin had known about DNA, he would not have written the book!

Class #19:

Postmodern influences in our society.  Star Wars, the Celestine Prophecy, evolution as a theory in crisis.  Recap the year’s progress through worldviews expressed in our literature.  ALL literature as religious.  Discussion of next year’s program.

Teacher Resources:

The Complete Idiots Guide to American Literature, Rozakis

God and the American Writer, Alfred Kazin

Realms of Gold, Leland Ryken

The Book of Great Books, W. John Campbell

Cliff’s Notes for individual books
Spark’s Notes, available on the Net for free:  www.sparknotes.com/lit/.dir/author.html
Pinkmonkey free literature notes:   http://pinkmonkey.com/

The Oxford Companion to American Literature, Hart

The Writing Company, Literature catalog (see Shakespeare section for phone # and website) books and videos 

http://www.gonzaga.edu/faculty/campbell/enl311/timefram.html
http://lonestar.texas.net/~mseifert/amlit2.html
Studying the Classics

Year Two

Shakespearean Literature

Objectives

To introduce the student to the world of Shakespeare: its Renaissance and Reformation reflections, and its importance today.  Born in the right place, at the right time, Shakespeare offers us the best of both Medieval movements: the beauty of the Renaissance and the morality of the Reformation. The purpose of this year’s class is to help students get comfortable with Shakespeare, and to like it.  There is a real advantage to having knowledge of Shakespeare.  Many everyday euphemisms and metaphorical figures of speech come from ‘the Bard.’  There are numerous allusions to Shakespeare in later works of literature.   Students will be interested to learn how many media plots even today are based upon Shakespearean works, and of the works Shakespeare based his own plots on.

If you would like your student to have a head start with his studies, you might want to check the library for copies of Shakespeare for Children by Mary and Charles Lamb, an excellent introduction to the stories.  Summer reading might also include D’Aulaire’s Greek Mythology for Children, an excellent introduction to mythology.  While not required reading, a brief understanding of Greek mythology will aid in understanding the mythological allusions in the plays.  Your local library has many helpful books, copies of the plays themselves, plus information on the time period, The Globe Theater and Shakespeare himself (822.33).

Format

Two hours, every other week, for a total of 12 classes.  Divide into two, short semesters, with Christmas break in the middle.  Plan evening activities also (intro night, play readings, video versions of the plays, and any live performances possible).  Students are required to purchase a 2-inch notebook and have access to a grammar handbook, dictionary, and encyclopedic resources, with occasional access to library materials.  I teach this class from October to late April.

Cultural and historical information relating to the time period will be presented to assist students in understanding the author and his subject.  All works are examined using a biblical worldview.  Additional plays will be introduced in synopsis form and take home selections. 

Grading: see American Lit

Fees:

I require a $40 fee per student to cover the cost of books I purchase to assist me in teaching, videos, and photocopying.  Required text is The World of Shakespeare, Claybourne and Treays (Usborne Publishing), $9.95.  We will be taking advantage of The New Folger Library editions, republished in 1995.  Book fees, TBA ($4 to $5 each, times four books) will be collected the first day of class.  Folger editions give the original text on the right hand page, with annotations and short cultural notes on the facing page.  Historical notes are given in the forward and longer notes in the back (including differences between the First Folio and later copies).  If you already have Folger editions, please let me know so I will not order more copies than we need.  We will be studying Much Ado About Nothing, Macbeth, Merchant of Venice, and The Winter’s Tale.  We will also be reading aloud (students take parts in a four-hour session) Midsummer Night’s Dream, Twelfth Night, Two Gentlemen of Verona, As You  Like It, and The Comedy of Errors. 

Credit hours:

This class will easily fulfill a 135-hour credit towards the high school diploma if the student participates in all evening activities, play readings, and live productions.  It can be claimed as Shakespearean Literature, or simply English.  This credit should be supplemented at home with additional study of writing, grammar, and vocabulary, as needed by the student.  If the students choose to put on a production of a play, an additional half-credit in Drama may be earned.  The end of year Ashland trip may be included in either credit, as needed to fulfill hours.  To compliment the Shakespearean studies, families may want to consider historical studies of the Renaissance and Reformation.  

Trip to Ashland:

Plan on a trip to Ashland.  Their play schedule is on the Web.  Begin now to plan fund-raisers.  Enlist parents as helpers.  Cost will be about $120 each student and chaperone, based on two plays, 4-person hotel occupancy and a low food budget.  Call me for lots of information to make this happen for your group!

What to Teach:

Class #1:

Introduce students and teacher.  Have each student fill out a 3x5 card with the following information; name, age/grade, family stats, area of ministry interest, and any private prayer request.  Use these to introduce the students to one another.  I also use these to pray over at home, sorting through to get to know each one.  These are useful in the classroom to facilitate participation.  During classes, I use the cards to call on students and ask questions.  In this way, no one student is allowed to monopolize the conversation.  It also ensures that they all have their reading done.  They know that I may call on them at any time.

Introduce the four basic literary projects that they will be doing this year; Plot Study, Character Study, Theme Study, and Author Biography.  Looking up the words, ‘plot’, ‘character’, and ‘theme’ in a grammar handbook or other reference works will yield all the information you need to draw up a brief outline of what you expect for each assignment.  Require 400-600 words per assignment for grades 7, 8, and 9 (every 2 - 4 weeks);  800-1200 words for grades 10, 11, and 12.  

I wrote study guides for the four plays, requiring students to summarize important sections in their own words, look up classical allusions, and define difficult vocabulary.  The study guides required short character studies and theme analysis.  

I hand out a Glossary of Information, containing terms I will be using this year (Iambic pentameter, sonnet, tragedy, comedy, alliteration, etc).  Also in the syllabus material is some basic grammar information, worksheets on how to do the above four literary projects, a  Shakespearean  Timeline, Renaissance and Reformation information, introduction to theater, and information on kings and queens in England.  This comprises about 15 pages of material.

Intro to Much Ado About Nothing.  

Class #2:

Continue Much Ado.  Explore characters, theme, plots and subplots, and comedy in this play.  Cont. Renaissance and Reformation discussions.

Class #3:

Turn in Much Ado assignments.  Introduction to Merchant of Venice.  Discuss racial problems of Jews in Europe.  Introduce iambic pentameter and practice reading metrically (consider reading a section of Poe’s Raven to illustrate, although it is in Hexameter).  Explore tragedy, pathos and compare with tragic heroes in the Bible (only Samson and Saul are truly tragic, with flaws in their character that lead to downfall).

Class #4:

Continue Merchant.  Explore characters, theme, plot and subplots in this play.

Class #5: (for December, short academic month)

Turn in Merchant assignments.  Introduction to the Sonnets.  Dover editions are $1.  Discuss meter, rhyme, oxymoron, euphemism, pun, simile, metaphor, homonym, metonym, hyperbole.  Practice in-class construction of group sonnet.  Assign sonnets to be read.  Assign sonnet to be written.  Volunteers for artwork, put together a booklet of the class sonnets later.  Christmas break, so this short assignment works well.

Class #6:

Introduce Macbeth.  Discuss the Great Chain of Being, and the Hierarchy Conception.   When the God-ordained monarch is murdered, the entire world is out of sorts (strange happenings, witches tricks, foul weather).  Discuss tragedy.  This is the time to order Ashland play tickets for best seats.
Class #7:

Continue Macbeth.  Info on King James and his infatuation with witches, the reason this play was written.  Utilize Folger editions and Riverside editions for historical info on all plays.  Biographical information on Shakespeare himself.  

Class #8:

Turn in Macbeth assignment.  Introduce The Winter’s Tale, a late romance.   Written in the winter of his life, exhausted of tragedy, this play ends well, as do all the late romances.  

Class #9:

Continue The Winter’s Tale.  Explore characters.  Explore classical allusions in this play.  More biography info and time period information. 

Class #10:

Turn in Winter’s Tale assignment.  Discuss the elements of a biography on Shakespeare.  Give suggestions for resources to use, require at least three.

Class #11:

Turn in Shakespeare biographies.  Discuss take-home final (5 essay questions + literary vocabulary).  Discuss the plays, plots, climaxes, literary devices used, tragedy, comedy, etc., in preparation for the final.

Class #12:

Turn in Finals.  Discuss Tea Party details and Ashland trip protocols.   Plan any summer play readings.  Describe next year’s program.  

Teacher Resources:

Invitation to the Classics, Guinness

Brightest Heaven of Invention, Leithart (Henry V, Julius Caesar, Hamlet, Macbeth, Taming of the        Shrew, Much Ado About Nothing)

Realms of Gold, Ryken (Macbeth)

Riverside Shakespeare

The Reader’s Encyclopedia of Shakespeare, Campbell

The Friendly Shakespeare, Epstein

Northrup Frye on Shakespeare, Sandler

Asimov’s Guide to Shakespeare, Isaac Asimov 

New Folger Editions of each play

Shakespeare for Children, Lamb (retellings of many plays)

The Writing Company, Shakespeare catalog 1.800.421.4246,  http://writingco.com
http://daphne.palomar.edu/shakespeare/
http://tech-two.mit.edu/Shakespeare/works.html
http://www.folger.edu/Home_02b.html
Studying the Classics

Year Three

Classical Literature 

Beginnings to Fall of Rome in AD 476 
Objectives

To read and study texts from the Ancient Near East as literature and history, concerning their contribution to the culture of the Western world in the light of the Bible.  To acquaint students with the best known stories, characters and authors from Western literature.  To help students gain an appreciation for the Bible in the light of the classic texts.  To compare the Wisdom Literature of the Hebrews (our father) with that of the Greeks (our mother).  To improve writing skills, and to a lesser degree, speaking skills.

Format

Two hours, every other week, for a total of 19 classes.  Divide into two semesters, with Christmas break in the middle. Students will take notes from class lectures and take part in oral discussions critiquing read-aloud selections. Students bring 3” three-ring notebook and pen/pencil to class.

Cultural and historical information relating to the time period will be presented to assist students in understanding the author and his subject. Every effort will be made to help the students view the subject with a Biblical world view.

Many other relative books will be introduced in synopsis form and as read-aloud selections.

Grading: see American Lit

Fees:

I require a $40 fee per student to cover the cost of books I purchase to assist me in teaching, videos, and photocopying.  Cost of books.

Credit hours:

This class will count as one credit towards your high school diploma. It can be claimed as Ancient History or World Literature on your transcript. To fill in extra hours you may add a broad text such as Streams of Civilization to round out your students’ knowledge of ancient world history, or additional time period literature such as The Old Testament, The Silver Chalice, by Costain; The Golden Fleece, by Cullen; Ben Hur, by Wallace; Troilus and Cressida or Julius Caesar, by Shakespeare, and The New Testament. Depending on the class, it is also possible there will be a dramatic production.

What to Teach:

Required summer or preparatory reading, D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Mythology

Required text, The Greeks, the Usborne World History, assign sections as they apply

The Usborne Book of Greek and Norse Legends, The Who’s Who glossary is essential, nothing else

Iliad, Homer (hero is like today’s spoiled sports star) Observe conventions of Heroic Epic: alliteration, litotes, divisions of twelve, invoke muse, formal speeches, similes, elaborate metaphors, caesura, grand subject, catalog listings : Lattimore translation, 8 weeks

Odyssey, Homer, Rouse’s novel version, 4 weeks 

Job (biblical epic of godly man), 2 weeks

Last Days of Socrates, Plato, 4 weeks

Excursus through book of Acts looking for classical allusions, 2 weeks

The Robe, Douglas, 6 weeks

Augustine’s Confessions, 4 weeks

Syllabus materials:

Plot Study guidelines

Character Study guidelines

Theme Study guidelines

Author Biography guidelines
Map of Ancient Greece

Timetable of classical and biblical dates mixed

List of authors and short biographies of each (Cliff’s Notes on Greek Classics, $6.95, is essential)

List of works not read in entirety with synopsis of each

Glossary of Information, alphabetical list of terms, places, and things 
Other works introduced in synopsis or as short selections:

Thucidides

Herodotus

Josephus, Philo

Polycarp’s Powerful Witness, a disciple of John, martyred in about 155

The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians (disciple of Peter and Paul)

The First Apology of Justin

Persecution and Martyrdoms of Lyons in 177AD

Constantine

Greek Tragedies in the Trojan Cycle to read aloud in 1.5-2 hour sessions: 
Euripides (Andromache, The Trojan Women, Hecuba, Iphiginia in Tauris, Iphiginia in Aulis, Helena, Rhesus)
Aeschylus (Agamemnon, The Choephore, The Eumenides) 

Sophocles (Oedipus Rex , Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone, Ajax, Electra, Philoctetes) 

Aristophanes (the Eddie Murphy of ancient Greece) The Clouds, edited by Thelma

 Shakespeare plays in classical time periods to read-aloud in 4-hour evening sessions:

Timon of Athens

Julius Caesar

Antony and Cleopatra

A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream

Troilus and Cressida

Videos to watch in evening sessions: (be careful when renting videos!)
Antigone

Helen of Troy

Julius Caesar

Jason and the Argonauts

Odyssey

Quo Vadis

The Robe

Teacher Resources:

The Greek Way, Edith Hamilton

amilton

Invitation to the Classics, Guinness

Cliff’s Notes on Greek Classics (a must)

Realms of Gold, Ryken (Classics in Christian perspective)

A Classical dictionary

The Book of Great Books, Campbell (A guide to 100 world classics)

A Bible Handbook

The Writing Company, books, maps, and videos 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/asbook.html#Introduction
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Academy/6823/mhistory.html#Chronological%20Outline
Studying the Classics

Year Four

English Literature Survey
Objectives

To present the history of English literature from Anglo-Saxon times to the Romantic revolution and postmodernism, enabling students to interpret literature both personally and historically through Biblical analysis.  To successively study each link in this Great Chain of Being and the revolution of the Hierarchy conception. Presupposition of literal Genesis view, Bible as absolute authority, conservative.  To improve writing skills, and to a lesser degree, speaking skills.

Format

Two hours, every other week, for a total of 19 classes.  Divide into two semesters, with Christmas break in the middle. Students will take notes from class lectures and take part in oral discussions critiquing read-aloud selections. Students bring 3” three-ring notebook and pen/pencil to class.

Cultural and historical information relating to the time period will be presented to assist students in understanding the author and his subject. Every effort will be made to help the students view the subject with a Biblical world view.

Many other relative books will be introduced in synopsis form and as read-aloud selections.

Grading: see American Lit

Fees:

I require a $40 fee per student to cover the cost of books I purchase to assist me in teaching, videos, and photocopying.  Cost of books.

Credit hours:

This class will easily account for a 135 hour credit towards your high school diploma. It can be claimed as English Literature Survey on your transcript, or simply English.  This credit should be supplemented at home with additional study of writing, grammar, and vocabulary, as needed by the student.

What to Teach:

Beowulf, This early 3,183 line heroic epic, written by an anonymous, possibly Northumbrian poet, is the single extant manuscript of its kind. Beowulf  represents Old English (Anglo-Saxon) in the lost heroic age; with emphasis on loyalty, courage and vengeance, according to the Germanic tradition. The theme is clearly fate/wyrd.  From various archaeological finds we know that paganism existed alongside Christianity during the era in which Beowulf was composed. There are revealing Christian elements in the poem, and certain conventional modes of utterance and traditional forms tell us that the author was a trained poet. Pope Gregory had instructed his missionaries to England to work through the pagan beliefs, rather than wipe them out at a stroke. The Beowulf author reveals advanced capabilities and learning in his fusion of pagan and Christian thought, leading some to believe he came from a monastery.  

The time is roughly between 650-750 in what would become England.  Northumbria has just undergone her own Renaissance, during which the Roman and Celtic churches went head-to-head over which would take over a previously pagan country. Rome has won.

Now they are sending missionaries to the still-pagan kingdom of Mercia to their southwest in the middle of the country. Problem: how do you make Christianity palatable and attractive to these people? Along with that, how do you assure them that their culture won’t be blown away by this new religion?

Well, you might take an old, old story from the time when their ancestors were still living in North Germany, Denmark, etc., and slide in some Christian stuff.  Then, poof!  You've got a missionary tract.

For most teachers, the Christian aspect (such as the warriors singing hymns to Christ in their drinking-hall) is a tactless intrusion.  To me it is an essential part of the story, linking the first English epic with the Northumbrian Renaissance, and the formation of England itself with Christian missions.  Bede, the first historian and a Northumbrian, wrote his vision of England united under Christ.  Look for Christian symbolism in the fight with Grendel, the fight with Grendel's mother, and the slaying of the dragon (cf. Revelation) in the end.  

Bede, beginning in the late seventh century, produced the first great coordinated history of the European Middle Ages, his Ecclesiastical History of the English People.  Bede's friend Eadfrith, bishop of Lindisfarne, produced one of the most beautiful illuminated manuscripts of any period anywhere in the world, the Lindisfarne Gospels.  During this same period a magnificent stone cross, now preserved at a Church in Scotland, and originally standing some eighteen feet tall, was produced by a master artist, who included, along the margins on two faces of the cross, runic inscriptions which form an early Northern version of one of the finest poems in Old English, "The Dream of the Rood," in which the cross of the Crucifixion speaks, telling its marvelous story.

The Cliff’s Notes for this book are excellent, providing all you need to teach from a secular viewpoint, and a map of Northumbria. 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, Read The General Prologue, The Knight’s Tale (chivalric romance, setting is medieval, castles, tournaments, etc., but in ancient Athens!, meter and rhyme, iambic pentameter, heroic couplet), The Pardoner’s Tale, The Prioress’s Tale (medieval saints tale, rhyme royal-7 stanzas, displays underlying attitude of hatred between Jews and Christians as does Shakespeare’s Merchant Of Venice) , The Nun’s Priest’s Tale (beast fable, anthropomorphic with a clear moral), The Parson’s Tale (a sermon with an obvious moral, allegory, Reformation ideas-sola scriptura), and the prologues to each.  Download from the Net or purchase paperbacks, do NOT use Dover editions for the Canterbury Tales, as they contain the fabliaux (e.g., The Miller’s Tale), the lewd and inappropriate tales.   

With the Norman invasion of 1066 (William the Conqueror), the invaders became Englishmen rather than vise versa. The chroniclers, like Geoffrey of Monmouth, were writing in Latin, the language of the old empire.  Saint Francis of Assisi brought in his devoted, peaceful friars who restored peace between the classes.  The language of the conquered becomes the language of the Norman conquerors, a happy fusion of French and the barbaric, rough, Old English.  We refer to this as Middle English, the language of Chaucer.

The English countryside of the fourteenth century was sprinkled with small market towns.  Between these were open fields and forests, with easy travel from one city to the next on the stone-paved, Roman built highways.  The twenty-four stories are told by pilgrims journeying on horseback from the Tabard Inn, Southwark, to the shrine of Saint Thomas A Becket in Canterbury Cathedral. Many of the tales are borrowed from the Decameron of Boccaccio.  The very popularity of these tales among both the conquered and the conquerors helped create a new mixed vernacular, preparing the new English society for commonality, and eventually, the Word of God in English.

If you were the outnumbered conquerors, what could you have built to protect yourself from the rebellious conquered?  Castles!  Medieval England, in Chaucer’s lifetime (1340-1400) was on the threshold of the Renaissance, and on the threshold beyond that, our modern world.  Chaucer embodies all three worlds, a microcosm of the age;

1)  Medieval system of values with the hierarchy, with God at center of spiritual realm, earth at center of cosmic order.  Medieval forms.  

2)  Renaissance ideals and savage wit

3)  Reformation ideas shocking for 1387, on threshold of the modern world

Everyman, a morality play, Dover edition, $1

Paradise Lost, by John Milton, Norton Critical Edition (see conventions of heroic epics in Iliad) 

Syllabus materials:

Plot Study guidelines

Character Study guidelines

Theme Study guidelines

Author Biography guidelines
Map of Europe

Chronology of English kings and queens beginning with the Norman Conquest (1066)

Timetable of English Literature

List of authors and short biographies of each 

List of works not read in entirety with synopsis of each

Glossary of Information, alphabetical list of terms, places, and things

One-page sample of Canterbury Tales in middle English

Other works introduced in synopsis or as short selections:

The venerable Bede and the conversion of England 

Summary and sample reading from St. Thomas Aquinas’ Summa Theologica
Petrarch, My Secret, introduction to humanism

Summary and sample reading from Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy

Summary and sample reading from The Dameron, Giovanni Boccaccio

Marco Polo sample

Joan of Arc’s Letter to the King of England 

Summary and sample reading of Thomas A’ Kempis Imitation of Christ

Information on John Knox, Oliver Cromwell

Read one tale from Chaucer’s Legend of Good Women
Sample reading of Alexander Pope’s, Essay on Man (Pope ends the classical period, next:Romanticism)

Shakespeare biography and sample sonnets (good time to study poetry)

*research the difference between Milton and Shakespeare: The Reformation and Renaissance as the Great Divorce between our Greek mom, poisoned with Platonic poison and our father, Israel, of the absolutes.

*research the changes from neo-classicism-romanticsm-Enlightenment-modernism-post-modernism

Biography of John Milton and his poem, When I Consider How My Light is Spent
Information on the Renaissance and Reformation

Information on Martin Luther (copy of his 95 theses), John Wyclif, and John Calvin (also the 5 points of Calvinism would be appropriate here).  This is the time to present the differences between Calvinism and Wesleyan theology.  

Poe, Sir Walter Scott, Stevenson, Longfellow, Emerson, Alcott, Stowe, Darwin, Freud

Romanticism - a correct interpretation is critical.  Romanticism embraces biblical principles turned inside out and upside down!  The Romantic Revolution of 1798-1832 turned the hierarchy conception upside down, where it remains today:  

 Research William Wordsworth, William Blake, Samuel Coleridge, Lord Byron, John Keats, Voltaire, Enlightenment, age of reason replaces age of faith, Science for salvation, elevated confidence in self importance, Rousseau and his Confessions.  Leads to Romanticism

Biology becomes a science, getting close to Darwin

Concepts of Romanticism:

· The Green Concept, Mother Nature fills the place of God, pantheism 

Worshipping the Creation instead of the Creator.  Leave the smallest possible ‘human imprint.’  Allow Nature to heal you, console you.  Nature is better off with the least amount of human intervention.  Cf. the current drive to remove all of the dams from the Columbia River.  Needs of the Earth are put above the needs of humans.  Save the whales, dolphins, and spotted owls, kill the unborn children.  “Nature never did betray the heart that loved her” (Wm.Wordsworth). Genesis 1:28. Romans 1:25

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, William Cullen Bryant

· The Noble Savage, the antihero breaks all the rules

The calm, ordered thinker-type hero is replaced with a rebel.  Think of Indiana Jones. The calm, orderly guy who follows all the rules, like Perry Mason, is replaced by McIver on TV, a hero who breaks all the rules and wins.  The standard Disney hero is the rebellious rule-breaker. Deuteronomy 28:1, 15. 1 Samuel 15:23
James Fennimore Cooper 

· Innocence replaces wisdom

Hippies as flower children.  Youth is all you can trust, NEVER trust anyone over 30!  Society is to blame for all of humanity’s problems. 2 Chronicles 10:8. Proverbs 15:22
· Sensibility, follow your heart, it will never lie.  Subjectivity replaces objectivity

Today, we have ‘sensitivity training.’  Relative morality, subjective morality, values clarification, diversity training and hype.  Relative or subjective truth. Jeremiah 17:9. Mark 7:21

· Revolution of all propriety

Rejection of all religious beliefs leads to acceptance of the absurd.  Without absolutes or universal law for guidance, men turn to themselves for direction.

· Occult fantasies replace the clockwork universe

Frankenstein, Dracula, Dr. Jekyl and Mr, Hyde.  
Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Washington Irving

· Imagination replaces reality.  Relative truth.  To each his own.

Fantasy, Captain Hook, Peter Pan, and Wendy, imagination becomes reality.  Was it a dream or was it real movies.  Princess Bride.  New Age.

Plays to read-aloud in 4-hour evening sessions:

Henry IV, Parts One and Two, Henry V (Shakespeare)

She Stoops to Conquer, Oliver Goldsmith

Videos to watch in evening sessions: (be careful when renting videos!)
Francis Schaeffer video series, How Should We Then Live?

Teacher Resources:

Renaissance or Reformation works

A guide to poetry or English collection

amilton

Invitation to the Classics, Guinness

Realms of Gold, Ryken (Classics in Christian perspective)

The Book of Great Books, Campbell (A guide to 100 world classics)

The Writing Company, books, maps, and videos 

The Oxford Companion to English Literature

Masterpieces of Christian Literature in Summary Form, Magill (hard to find, cost @$25 used)

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Academy/6823/mhistory.html#Chronological%20Outline
http://icg.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~milton/
Studying the Classics

Year Five

Shakespeare for Fun
Objectives

To become acquainted with more Shakespearean drama in a less-academic manner.  No study guides, no long papers.  This class is designed to meet the needs of the older, accomplished literature student who seeks further enrichment without detracting from other more pressing studies.  Designed for my son’s senior year, this class will allow the fellowship and fun of the literary circle to continue without a demanding time-commitment.  Parents of students will also be invited to join the class on a drop-in basis.

Format

Six hours, once a month, for a total of 9 classes.  Students will receive notes from class lectures and take part in oral discussions critiquing read-aloud plays. Students bring 3” three-ring notebook and pen/pencil to class.  Students will read synopsis and cultural information at home before coming to class where we will read through the entire play.  The cultural and historical information will be presented from a biblical worldview, to reflect Shakespeare’s renaissance and reformation ideals.

As many live productions as possible will be attended.  Film versions will be viewed and, depending on the size of the class and student enthusiasm, a class production is possible.  A trip to Ashland will be the final experience for the class.

Grading: 

Grading will be based on attendance and participation.

Fees:

I require a $40 fee per student to cover the cost of books I purchase to assist me in teaching, videos, and photocopying.  Cost of books.

Credit hours:

This class will easily account for a 135 hour credit towards your high school diploma. It can be claimed as Shakespearean Literature and Drama on your transcript.  This may be listed as an extra-curricular activity if an additional English credit is not needed. This credit should be supplemented at home with additional study of writing, grammar, and vocabulary, as needed by the student.

What to Teach:

Hamlet, Henry V, King Lear

As You Like it, The Merry Wives of Windsor, Taming of the Shrew

The Tempest, The Two Gentlemen of Verona, Twelfth Night

Syllabus materials:

Plot guidelines for the plays, Character studies for each play

Theme studies for each play

Political and time period information for each play and map of Europe

Chronology of English kings and queens beginning with the Norman Conquest (1066)

List of works not read in entirety with synopsis of each

Glossary of Information, alphabetical list of terms, places, and things

Videos to watch in evening sessions: (be careful when renting videos!)
Any versions available.  
Teacher Resources:

See Year Two, Shakespeare  

amilton

Resource List 

Senior High: A Home-Designed

Form+U+la (Barb E. Shelton)

$24.95 

Christian Home Educators

Curriculum Manual, @$20

Junior/Senior High

by Cathy Duffy

Noble Books (Josh Harris)

I Kissed Dating Goodbye 

The New Attitude Audio Exp. tapes 

H.I.S.Academy at 743.2534

PSAT for Sophomore/Juniors

Saturday Academy, grades 4-12 classes

PSAT & SAT prep + many other classes

PO Box 91000, Portland, OR  97291-1000

1.503.690.1470  for free catalog

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) apply just after January 1st.

1.800.4FED.AID

pick up at any high school

PSAT and SAT information booklets

Pick up at any high school

Christian News Northwest newspaper

Free at locations or $15.00 by mail delivery

PO Box 974, Newberg, OR  97132

503.537.9220 or  cnnw@juno.com
lists Christian college fairs in this area

Peterson’s Choose A Christian College

90 detailed college profiles for $14.95

www.petersons.com
Coalition for Christian Colleges and Universities

www.cccu.org
Summit Ministries Leadership Seminars

2 weeks in Colorado for $525.00

PO Box 207, Manitou Springs,  CO  80829

1.719.685.9103

HISNET Booklet 41 page guide for $6.50. Published in April, 1996. Contact HISNET of Oregon, 16165 SW Inverurie Rd., Lake Oswego, OR, 97035-4111, 1-503-699-9241.

Our favorites?

Weaver unit studies for pre-junior high

Frode Jenson Latin & Greek Vocabulary, Grammar, and Format Writing (essays)

ICR science books

Classical studies (Greek & Roman) hand-in-hand with biblical studies

Shakespeare anything, and Summit in Colorado

Josh Harris book and tapes mentioned above

Winter Workshop 2001 “Studying the Classics” [tape C-1]         www.thelmaslibrary.com


