Training Godly Sons

Spiritual

Objective: Receptivity to God’s grace, Salvation, growth, spiritual maturity, spiritual purity.

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.  Ephesians 1:18, 19a

Practical application: 

· Memorize Scripture 

· Bible classes  

· Deep things of God 

· Witness of their faith 

· Prayer so they will know how to find guidance 

· Pray for sins to be revealed  

· Learn to shelter self 

· Know how to take a stand 

· Carry a weekly prayer list. 

· Personal devotions and family devotions. 

· Accountability, a One-on-One with a parent, or with a spiritually mature friend or mentor from church.  

Personal character and growth

Objective: To train and form godly character (so they can change others’ lives for Christ).  To reflect Christ in their lives, cultivate a servant’s heart and practice love for the lost. 

Deal with character weaknesses and attitudes, train in good habits.

Character 

Require them to be doers of the Word, and not just hearers.  When someone offends them or hurts them, we help them to pray for them.  It all revolves around our worldview, our perception of things in this world. 

Weaknesses: 

These are the areas that require constant prayer and constant battling because they are part of his very nature – what makes your son himself. 

Inculcate gratitude and humility, deny instant gratification

Require responsibility and restitution   

Imitate Christ   

Attitudes  

Teach them that we choose our attitude: we are not led by our emotions and subjective feelings.  Do they see us in constant reaction to the circumstances around us, living UNDER the circumstances?  Or, do they see us modeling a living sacrifice?  If we can set aside our personal wants, desires, and needs, for the Kingdom, then they may choose to do the same.  

Habits  

· Habit of organization.  

· Habit of punctuality, a discipline.  Our children need to understand that the world does not revolve around THEM.  When they are consistently late, they are making the statement that their time is more valuable than the other person’s.

· Habit of prayer. He should have a list or journal.  When someone offends him – make him add that person to his list!

· Habit of Bible study.  He should be learning the deeper things of God and getting more familiar with the text. 

· Devotions are close to Bible Study, but this is where we teach them that there are no grandchildren in God’s family.  They must keep in contact with their heavenly father themselves. 

· The habit of eating meals together should not be abandoned except when absolutely necessary.  The time around the table reveals most of the daily attitudes to Mom and Dad.  

· Habit of service.  There should always be some kind of ministry going on!  They should EXPECT to serve.  

Practical Application:

Schedule a One-on-One with each child at least quarterly to discuss goals in all areas. They know they are going to get prayed for at the beginning and at the end and it makes them feel very special.   

Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor.  For if either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to lift him up.  Ecclesiastes 4:9,10

As a parent, keep one page in your planner, journal, or in the back of your Bible to keep track of things you need to talk about at your next One-on-One.  The One-on-One gives us a chance to deal with ONLY these things in a serious, confiding manner, with ONLY this one son, steeped in prayer.  

Physical 

Objective: Value and practice a healthy lifestyle so they are not self-indulgent.  Establish an expectation of purity.  The idea is to bring one’s body into submission in every area.  Our country exalts self-gratification.  As Christians, we exalt God and humble ourselves, subjecting our minds and our bodies to Him who knows us best and has a plan for us.  We must be fit for service both spiritually and physically.

Practical: Train to enjoy hard work and healthy exercise (best by example).  Teach health (care of physical body), nutrition, posture, self-denial, self discipline, self-control.  Teach the difference between physical attraction and emotional feelings and a relationship based on God’s perfect plan.  

Intellectual

Objective: Provide proper instruction for skills useful to serve God as He calls them.  Make them fit for the King’s service.  Cultivate a desire to be a faithful, useful servant.  To be an excellent disciple one needs these skills (written and oral) to plant seeds and change lives.

Practical: This is where education fits in.  

· Read aloud to young children.  Must be well-read to be able to write well and express themselves well on paper.  

· Learn how to learn. 

· Train in logic, grammar, writing, and Bible study methods to avoid biblical misinterpretation. 

· Train in world and US history to see the providence of God-primary sources

· Train in the classics to see what the prophets were up against-primary sources

· Train in Biology to appreciate the Creation, including the human body

· Train in Mathematics to experience the perfection of God’s creativity

· Train in computer so your sons are not disadvantaged 

· Train in languages so you can move more freely in the world 

· Train in Bible knowledge 

· Train in Theology and Church History.  Don’t fear the deep things of God.  

Family

Objective: To be able to be a leader of his own household. 

Practical: Hold family councils, allowing input from all members.  Stress respect to elders.  Deal justly, mercifully, and openly with problems before they grow and become unmanageable.  Deal with them in love (as God deals with us).  Approach should be man-to-man or adult-to-adult when possible.  Accountability helps us reach goals, 1Thess.5:11.

Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

Service

Objective:  To make service an expected, natural part of their life.  Cultivate a love for the lost and the unlovely.  Instill a proper understanding of worldly possessions and finances.  Practicing servanthood trains in teamwork and organizational skills, not to mention responsibility and accountability.  The aim is to cultivate a joyous expectation of service, one that instills compassion for the needy, weak, lost, or elderly.

Practical:  Practice servanthood on one another in the home.  Teach by example.  Allow them to give, even when it hurts.  Love the unlovely.  Reach out and plant seeds.  

Friends and Companions 

Objective:  To be surrounded by those young men and women who are meet companions and possible future marriage partners.  The friends your son has in elementary school will be the same ones he wants to get in a car with in just a few years!  

Practical:  Cultivate friendships with like-minded families.  Select friends and encourage those relationships.  Discourage or deny friendships with those who are not seemly companions.  Make opportunities for fellowship with those you want them to be friends with.  Is your son an evangelist/leader or a follower/easily influenced?  

Girls and Marriage

Objective:  To be prepared to be a husband.  Inculcate a respect for all girls and women.

Practical Application: Practice all of the above and steep in prayer.  Let them observe Mom and Dad serving one another.  Let them observe Mom submitting and Dad loving her like Christ loves His Church.  Let them see Mom and Dad set aside personal ambitions, wants, needs, and desires, to serve the needs of the family. 
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